Is Europe ready to embrace a policy of universal varicella vaccination?
For the first time, a live attenuated varicella vaccine with an indication for universal vaccination is licensed in all EU countries. It is now time to consider whether in Europe there should be widespread vaccination against varicella to prevent this common and highly infectious disease. Increasing numbers of countries are adopting vaccination programmes against the disease. In those countries where a routine vaccination policy has been adopted, the success of the vaccine has been significant. The USA, which prior to the launch of a universal vaccination programme in 1995 had 4 million cases of varicella per year, has seen a dramatic reduction in varicella morbidity and mortality rates. A universal varicella vaccination policy is an option that needs to be considered for Europe not only in medical terms but also because it would be socially and economically appropriate.